In Vitro Culture of Embryos from Horses.
Establishment of optimal methods for equine embryo culture has been slow when compared to some domestic species. In part, this delay was caused by the failure of standard in vitro fertilization techniques in horses. However, the development of intracytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSI) for the assisted fertilization of equine oocytes has resulted in a renewed interest in establishing optimal methods for embryo culture. Currently, ICSI-produced equine embryos are cultured using media designed for other species or other cell cultures and, typically, with the addition of serum. Although systems specifically for horse embryo culture still have not been established, ICSI-produced embryos are developmentally competent and capable of producing live offspring.